
Join us in Geneva from  
6-8 July for the NxG Polaris 
Leadership Training with  
Al Gore (PTAG)

The Family Business Network has 
designed for FBN Next Gen in family 
businesses, a 2½-day training 
programme with some of the leading 
names in the sustainability, creative  
and communications space.

Be a Change 
Agent for a 
Sustainable 
Future 

Calling all FBN Next Gen – 



 What You Will Get 
•	Learn the Facts – Get a broad perspective of the 

sustainability agenda and solutions that profit both 
business and society 

•	Make the Case for Why Doing Good is Good for Business
•	Be a Champion with new skills and tools to be more 

effective change agents within your family business, 
amongst your peers and for the wider community.

All participants will receive an FBN Polaris Leadership 
Certificate personally signed by Al Gore.

 Pre-requisites
• You need to have at least two years’ working 

experience – within or outside the family business.
• To gain a deeper appreciation of the social, 

environmental and long-term impacts of business, 
participants are asked to complete the Polaris 
Impact Assessment (PIA) by 2 May. This exercise 
takes approximately 45 minutes. Please note that 
the PIA score is NOT a criteria for admission to the 
programme. Get started at www.fbnpia.org

 Apply Now
Applications are now open. Please click on  
www.fbnxchange.org/algore and fill in an online 
application. You’ll be asked to share with us:

• your motivation to participate in PTAG
• how you envisage yourself contributing to your  

family business and the wider community after  
the programme.

Applications close on 2 May 2017. A jury composed of 
FBN members and executives will review all entries and 
successful applicants will be informed by mid-May.

 Expectations
PTAG will provide participants with facts and 
argumentation skills. We ask you to engage in  
10 conversations or speaking opportunities after the 
training event on what you’ve learnt. 

We aim to build a movement of family businesses as 
a force for good, and want you to be a catalyst for 
positive change.

(l – r)  
Maya Faerch, 

Winson Yeung, 
Al Gore and 

Simon Torres at 
the Generation 

Conference in  
New York,  
April 2016

Overview
We are living in a VUCA world – volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous. The current trends of escalating income inequality, 
over-consumption and environmental degradation are causing irreparable harm to the place we call Home. However, there is 
a solution and responsible businesses can take the lead – by aligning values to the global sustainability agenda and embracing 
business practices that ensure flourishing for people, communities, the environment and future generations.

Ten years ago, former Vice President Al Gore won critical acclaim for his documentary, An Inconvenient Truth. PTAG is an 
adaptation of Gore’s Climate Reality Leadership Corps training program, launched following that film, which presents the 
latest science behind the climate crisis and the critical communications tool necessary to discuss it.

Get	equipped	with	the	facts	and	argumentations	from	Nobel	Peace	Prize	winner	Al	Gore;	strengthen	your	communication	
skills	with	Bruno	Giussani	(TED	Global);	learn	sustainable	investing	from	David	Blood	(Generation	Investment);	and	
dialogue	with	Marcello	Palazzi	(B	Corp)	on	how	your	family	business	can	be	a	force	for	good.	

More and more, sustainability is becoming the mantra of Next Gen leaders. So join us at PTAG as we emphasize the role of 
business in leading this movement and equip you to be effective and expert advocates for a ‘pro-social’, ‘pro-environmental’ 
and ‘pro-future generations’ world. 

http://whitsell2.wwow.com/fbn/ptagapplications.nsf/NxGPolarisTraining.xsp
http://www.fbn-i.org/polaris-impact-assessment/


 Watch 
An Inconvenient Sequel will be unveiled on 28 July. 
Be one of the first to know why Al Gore exhorts 
us to “fight like your world depends on it”. 

 Fees
There are no training fees. You only need to pay for 
your own travel to and accommodation in Geneva. 

FBN acknowledges the generous support of  
Mr. Thierry Lombard and family in graciously 
hosting and facilitating the NxG Polaris 
Leadership Training with Al Gore.

 Hotel, Venue, Timings
Transportation to the training venue will be 
provided from the recommended hotel  
Royal Manotel in les Pâquis. Rooms have been 
reserved at 185 CHF per night. You are asked  
to arrive in Geneva by the evening of 5 July. 

The	Polaris	Impact	Assessment	
Polaris is the framework enabling members to deliver 
on The FBN Pledge for a Sustainable Future. It is a 
movement of members championing business as a 
force for good and a platform for learning, innovation 
and co-creation. 

To enable family businesses to accelerate their 
sustainability journey, FBN has In partnership with  
B Lab, designed the Polaris	Impact	Assessment	(PIA).  
The PIA is a customized version of B Lab’s B Impact 
Assessment – a confidential, self-assessment tool that 
has been used by over 40,000 companies across 42 
countries to benchmark and improve performance 
in the areas of Governance, Workers, Community, 
Environment and Long-Term Impact. The PIA is the 
only sustainability assessment tool tailored to the 
specific characteristics of family businesses, and 
designed to address their unique opportunities and 
challenges no matter their size or industry.

Polaris Peer Groups 
FBN members aspire to move our Pledge for a 
Sustainable Future beyond words on a page to real, 
quantifiable impacts. But knowing what you want to 
do is one thing; knowing how to do it is another. 

Polaris Peer Groups (PPG) are a unique opportunity 
for FBN members to work together to solve the wide 
range of sustainability challenges every business is 
now facing. A supportive and enabling help group, 
PPGs are designed to ensure a fluid exchange of ideas 
and to create opportunities for participants to share 
insights, improvements and challenges within the 
sanctity of the group. 

All successful PTAG applicants will be invited to join 
a PPG. The PPGs will meet online before the training 
and you will use this opportunity to connect with 
your peers and identify areas of improvement to turn 
intent into action. 

NxG Polaris Leadership Training with Al Gore
6-8 July, 2017 in Geneva

6 July Thursday

9am-6pm Doing Good is Good for Business – Delivering on 
the FBN Pledge 

Family Businesses as a Force for Good

An Inconvenient Truth – 2017

Learning with Polaris Peer Groups

7:30pm Dinner followed by ‘Fireside Chat’ with Al Gore 

7 July Friday

9am-6pm Check-in with Polaris Peer Groups

Sustainable Finance

Storytelling for Change 

Making Sustainability Relevant

The Way Forward

Check-in with Polaris Peer Groups

7:30pm Dinner with fellow Change Agents

8 July Saturday

9.30am-1:30pm Check-in with Polaris Peer Groups

How to ‘TED’

Polaris – Ideas worth Spreading

Lunch

The programme is subject to change.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huX1bmfdkyA


 FBN Polaris NxG – Your Emcees and Moderators

Act 
Now

Apply	today. Take the Polaris Impact Assessment, block off 6-8 July in your calendar, and start your journey 
to be a catalyst for positive change. For any question please contact Caroline or Christine nxg@fbn-i.org.

Being	part	of	the	PTAG	won’t	cost	you	the	earth.	Not	being	part	of	it,	just	might.

Alexis Lombard
Landolt & Cie SA, 
Switzerland

Arjun	Chowgule 
Chowgule, India 

Desiree	van	der	Kaaij	
Redstar,  
The Netherlands

Simon Torres
Grupo Contempo, 
Colombia 

Winson Yeung 
Singbee Group, China 

Robin Pho
Ponco, Singapore

About the Family Business Network
The Family Business Network (FBN) is a global network by family businesses, for family businesses, across 
generations. Founded in 1990, it brings together over 3,200 families and 10,000 individual members – including 
4,000 next-generation members – across 29 chapters covering 65 countries worldwide. FBN helps enterprising 
families grow, succeed and prosper through the exchange of best practices and new ideas. 

www.fbn-i.org

Marcello 
Palazzi
is Co-Founder 
and President 
of Progressio 
Foundation.  

A NxG family business leader at the  
age of 23, he is a serial entrepreneur  
and has worked across finance, civil 
society, philanthropy and government; 
leading or co-leading over 300 projects 
in 30 countries across the world.  
He is also co-founder B Lab Europe  
and Global Ambassador for the  
B Corp movement. 

Caroline 
Seow
is Director, 
Sustainability at  
FBN International. 
She spearheads 

the Polaris initiative with a group of FBN 
members, all passionate change agents for  
business as a force for good. Former Head of  
Marketing, Apple Asia Pacific, she contributes  
to the Sustainability Leadership programme 
in Cambridge, serves on the Steering 
Committee of the NUS Social Venture 
Challenge, and is an ambassador, Cambridge 
Institute of Sustainabilty Leadership. 

Risto 
Väyrynen
is a fourth-
generation 
entrepreneur and 
chief steward of 

a sustainable artisanal bakery founded 
on the legacy of his great-grandfather 
in Finland, as well as a med-tech 
start-up which he co-founded more 
recently in Switzerland. In between 
he’s gained deep experience in the 
fund management and food production 
arenas, holding C-suite and board level 
positions across a 15-year career.

 Your Trainers
Al Gore
served as the 45th 
Vice President  
of the United  
States from 
1993 to 2001. A 
prominent author 

and environmental activist, his work on 
climate change activism culminated in the 
Academy award-winning documentary 
“An Inconvenient Truth” in 2007. That 
same year, he was a runner-up for TIME 
magazine’s Person of the Year, and (jointly 
with the IPCC) won the Nobel Peace prize. 

David 
Blood
is senior partner 
of Generation 
Investment 
Management,  

a UK-based asset management  
firm with US$12 billion under 
investment. Generation’s vision 
is to embed sustainability into 
the mainstream capital markets, 
using a global research platform to 
integrate sustainability research into 
fundamental financial analysis. 

Bruno 
Giussani
is a writer, 
entrepreneur and 
curator of ideas.  
The European 

director of TED and host of the 
TEDGlobal conference, he advises 
public and private organizations 
and think-tanks, and is a recognized 
specialist of global affairs and the  
social and economic impacts of 
technological innovation. 

http://whitsell2.wwow.com/fbn/ptagapplications.nsf/NxGPolarisTraining.xsp
http://www.fbn-i.org/polaris-impact-assessment/



